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credit and relieve the   indebtedness of the   landlords. The resolution was adopted by
the conference.

SUTOABBANS LAND REVENUE

Kumar H. JL Mitter moved a resolution urging the Government the desirability
of early revision of the present system of land revenue in the Sundarbans area and
re-introduction of the former basis of assignment of district acreage rate and further
that the continued economic depression in the country called for a remission of
land revenue in the temporarily settled estates in general and Sundarbans in parti-
cular.

He said that the country's political clamour waa due to economic helplessness and
whatever freedom they like to achieve in the field of politics was to enable them to
secure better Hiving conditions for the country. He complained against the present
top-heavy administration which had not brought the least improvement in the eco-
nomic life of the village in Bengal or any reduction in the burden of taxation. Re-
garding the forthcoming reforms, he urged its examination principally through the
results that it would shower on the economic life of the country.

He suggested the formation of a Parliamentary Board to select candidates from
the landholding community which, if established, would save many of them from a
lot of trouble and prevent the growth of mutual distrust and jealousy .and help
them to bring about greater solidarity among the landholders.

He demolished the allegation that landholders were sleeping in luxury while
peasants were dying. They had not merely to look for their bread and butter and
maintain their properity but also look to the good of the tenants in whose prosperity
their prosperity lay. He requested the critics to just have a look at the merchant
prince's way of life and judge for themselves if there was the least justification for
levelling any such charge. Under the present circumstances, said he, it had become
extremely difficult for many Hindu landlords and tenants to get justice and
fair play even at the hands of those who were expected impartially to maintain law
and order and enforce justice and for this state of affairs he severely deprecated the
propagation of communalism.

The speaker in particular condemned the present revenue policy of the Govern-
ment in Sundarbans area which could have no other effect than ,to reduce the value
of the property and to throw it into waste once more.

Sir B. L. Mitter as a candid friend of the zemindars said that there were many
problems facing the community. Many of them were not difficult but as member
in ^charge of revenue he did not get the slightest assistance for their solution from the
British Indian Association.

They thought that because the J. P. C. had recognised their rights and special
powers had been given, to the governors they were safe. But Sir Brajendra warned
them they were not so secured. limes had changed, condition of land had also
changed and with the changing of times the zemindars must change themselves.
The best safeguard for them was the public opinion if they could marshall it in
their favour, if they could prove that their interests and that of their tenants were
identical, if they again could recover the position which their predecessors had as
natural leaders of the people that safeguard would again return to them and he urged
the zemindars to work in that direction.

With a vote of thanks to the chair the conference dissolved.